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Spartan turns twenty  
Fonte: blogbeforeflight.net – settembre 2019 

 

 

C-27J Spartan makes maiden flight, Torino-Caselle airport, Sept. 24, 1999. 

 

Twenty years ago the first C-27J multi-role military transport aircraft made its first flight. The 

milestone was achieved when on September 24, 1999 the first Spartan took off from Leonardo 

SpA plant in Caselle, Turin province, Italy. 

 

To date 85 aircraft have already been sold to 15 operators across 5 continents. The aircraft has 

been ordered by the Air Forces of Italy, Greece, Bulgaria, Lithuania, Romania, Marocco, U.S.A., 

Mexico, Australia, Chad, Peru, Slovakia, Kenya and Zambia. 

 

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ra2ESgbeVU4/XY2XiFR-pzI/AAAAAAAASGo/xei7l82Yzko2YEUYjfgp0fZgb2LXIJv_ACLcBGAsYHQ/s1600/C-27J_first_flight01.jpg
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-HUICFwphJo0/XY20PtQi1ZI/AAAAAAAASHE/rtN6Yf4H0hIUS_uykJJFVr5xQbBhsD7GQCLcBGAsYHQ/s1600/C-27J_first_flight06.jpg
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The Aeronautica Militare (Italian Air Force) was its first user and the first armed force to be able 

to appreciate the great capabilities of the aircraft in the field. It says that "the C-27J has proven to 

be a very versatile and flexible transport aircraft and able to effectively perform various tactical 

transport missions operating even from semi-prepared or deteriorated tracks. It allows us to 

perform effectively medical transport missions, launch of materials and paratroopers and 

maritime patrol." 

 

The version delivered to the Italian Air Force is among the richest and most complete. It boasts an 

advanced data management system that includes a digital map and a double Head Up Display 

(HUD), an in-flight refueling system and a DASS self-protection system (Defensive Aids Sub 

System). 

 

 

 

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-UpfHmO8lU_w/XU5M70jFfxI/AAAAAAAARv4/FoqaIVxQUN8Jp_sThjmlgum3x93QwuDCACPcBGAYYCw/s1600/Aviolancio1.jpg
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-et7e0hILV1c/XY2Obod467I/AAAAAAAASGc/dYQzaPmjJDcFSJqRf_4ya1_CkniKbwAAACLcBGAsYHQ/s1600/C-27J_first_flight02.jpg
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The Italian Air Force is not the only user to be enthusiastic about the plane. "The C-27J is easy to 

fly and can play the role of different types of aircraft. Thanks to its introduction, we have been 

able to increase our effectiveness in fighting fires," a Romanian Air Force pilot said. 

 

Romania was the first C-27J customer to use the aircraft in firefighting. Thanks to an innovative 

anti-fire system, the Romanian Air Force was able to offer great support in the fight against fires in 

Greece in July 2018. The Spartan is one of the few cargo aircraft on the market to boast this ability. 

 

 

During the past years many aviation enthusiasts have had the opportunity to appreciate the C-

27J's skills during flying displays performed by Italian, Romanian and Bulgarian pilots during 

national and international air shows. Thanks to its great maneuverability, the Spartan can 

perform quick climbs, descents and tight turns. "It seems to see a fighter plane," said the crowd 

during the Pisa Air Show 2019. The awards received by the Reparto Sperimentale Volo (RSV) of 

the Italian Air Force during the Royal International Air Tattoo (RIAT) confirm the aircraft's great 

capabilities along with the skills of Italian demo pilots. No other cargo plane can offer this 

performance, in fact the C-27J has the best descent and climb rate (4,000 - 2,500 ft / min), can 

perform 3 g tactical manoeuvers and take off and land in a few tens of meters. 

https://www.blogbeforeflight.net/2018/08/romanian-c-27j-firefighting-mission-greece.html
https://www.blogbeforeflight.net/2018/08/romanian-c-27j-firefighting-mission-greece.html
https://www.blogbeforeflight.net/2019/05/pisa-air-show-2019-frecce-tricolori-46-brigata.html
https://www.airtattoo.com/airshow/newsroom/archive/crews-share-honours-at-air-tattoo
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-X5eHOsPLEiA/XY2XZbIh3BI/AAAAAAAASGk/laU4x22IIvI2siIjwwYCWYf6aQnwxrvXgCLcBGAsYHQ/s1600/C-27J_first_flight03.jpg
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In the last decade the armed forces have been largely involved in missions in support of 

disadvantaged populations or those affected by natural disasters. The C-27J has proved to be a 

fundamental aircraft to offer this type of support such as the missions carried out by the Peruvian 

Air Force. 

 

On February 2019 the Peruvian Government officially declares a state of emergency for the 

northern coastal regions of Peru. An unusual amount of seasonal rainfall has triggered severe 

flooding and mudslides throughout the northern regions destroying roads, collapsing bridges, and 

forcing school closures. Entire towns are being evacuated. The Sistema de Atención Móvil de 

Urgencia (SAMU) and the Seguro Integral do Salud (SIS) Health Department call in the C-27J 

Spartan for urgent transportation of patients, including premature babies and badly injured 

people out of the otherwise unreachable area of Huánuco, 1,900 mt above sea level. A timely 

action and long hours of activity were key to saving lives and the suite of advanced avionics that 

equips the Spartan with the increased night vision capability provided by the Night Vision Goggles 

(NVG), have given pilots the possibility of landing and taking off throughout the night. 

 

In 2017 the Peruvian government sent a C-27J in support of disaster relief following the 

earthquake in Ecuador and again to support evacuations during the raging fires in Chile. The 

Fuerza Aérea del Peru has successfully flown over 5,000 hours with their Spartans since the first 

aircraft landed, in March 2015, at the International Jorge Chavez airport in Lima, home of the 

Grupo Aereo N°8 (transport wing). In these 5,000 flight hours the C-27J has bravely met the most 

challenging conditions moving comfortably between coastal areas at 19°C to forests at 38°, to 

mountains at 5°C, landing smoothly on semi-prepared strips at either 100 feet or 11,500 feet 

above sea level. 

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-fRnPrUbp8KY/XY2e4Qiyh_I/AAAAAAAASG0/ll3bzWklp6AXvg9L37ho3BqSGaWf8hPJACLcBGAsYHQ/s1600/C-27J_first_flight04.jpg
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The missions developed by the armed forces needs an aircraft with the features of the Spartan: 

extramodern, of medium transport category, versatile and friendly use with the capability of 

landing practically anywhere: in the sand, the ice, the gravel, landing strips in bad conditions, 

short runways. In addition, the Spartan is a constantly evolving system. On December 3, 2018 the 

new C-27J baseline configuration performed the first flight. It is characterized by a new avionics 

system, new cockpit control panels and LED aircraft lights and improved operational cost and 

performance. 

 

It clearly shows how after twenty years, the C-27J still has so much to offer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.blogbeforeflight.net/2018/12/new-c-27j-spartan-baseline-configuration-makes-first-flight.html
https://www.blogbeforeflight.net/2018/12/new-c-27j-spartan-baseline-configuration-makes-first-flight.html
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-J4ew8lUKPlE/XY2g_xt4IeI/AAAAAAAASG8/uyl3L3HXMH4FtLzS4fn2GWUQM8AYY2YfgCLcBGAsYHQ/s1600/C-27J_first_flight05.jpg
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Contract valued at over 150 million euros with Guardia di Finanza for 

the supply of three ATR 72MPs and logistic support services 
Press Release – 9 ottobre 2019 

 Profumo: "We are proud that the Guardia di Finanza has chosen to rely once again on 

our ATR 72MP" 

 The contract brings the total number of ATR 72MPs ordered by Guardia di Finanza to 

four 

  The ATR 72MP represents the new frontier in maritime patrol aircraft 

 The aircraft is equipped with the most modern security and surveillance systems made 

by Leonardo 

Rome, 9 October 2019 – Leonardo has signed a contract with Guardia di Finanza valued at 

over 150 million euros for the supply of three ATR 72MPs and related technical-logistic support 

services. This contract completes the acquisition of four aircraft, the first order was placed in 

July 2018, awarded under a European tender. The first aircraft will be delivered by the end of 

2019, with the remaining three units expected to be supplied by 2022. 

Alessandro Profumo, CEO of Leonardo, said: "We are proud that Guardia di Finanza has chosen 

to rely once again on our ATR 72MP, an aircraft which fully represents Leonardo's technological 

capabilities in terms of design and integration of platforms and systems at the highest levels.” 

Lucio Valerio Cioffi, Aircraft Division MD at Leonardo, said: “The ATR 72MP combines 

reliability, low operating costs, all the advantages of the ATR 72-600 regional passenger 

transport aircraft together with a state-of-the-art mission system.” 

The ATR 72MP will be integrated into the aeronautical capabilities of Guardia di Finanza, in the 

context of the multiple roles assigned to the Corps by the current regulatory framework. The 

Guardia di Finanza is the only law enforcement agency with general jurisdiction capable of 

exercising incisive and constant supervisory activities along the entire national coastal 

development and in international waters, carried out also due to the advanced technological 

equipment installed on its own aircraft. 

Specific latest generation capabilities embedded for the first time into the ATR 72MP will be 

useful to support dedicated surveillance activities entrusted to the Guardia di Finanza. The ATR 

72MP will operate in air-sea patrol and research missions, using on-board sensors to identify, 

even discreetly, sensitive objects, monitor their behavior, acquire evidence, and lead the 

intervention of naval units and land patrols. 
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Bangladesh orders Leonardo’s high-tech air surveillance radar 
Press Release – 29 ottobre 2019 

 Leonardo’s KRONOS family of radar products are multi-functional, multi-mission 

solutions 

 The KRONOS LAND radar is highly mobile and quick to deploy: it can be brought into 

operation in the field in just 15 minutes 

Rome, 29 October 2019 – The Bangladesh Air Force (BAF) has ordered Leonardo’s KRONOS 

LAND radar to provide air surveillance, allowing operators to detect and track targets in tactical 

environments. Leonardo has announced the contract at BIDEC (Bahrain International Defence 

Exhibition and Conference) tri-service exhibition, which is taking place at Manama (Baharain) 

from 28 to 30 October. 

Leonardo will also supply communications equipment, twelve months of technical support 

services, spare parts and a comprehensive training programme for Bangladeshi Air Force 

personnel with modules in Italy and Bangladesh. As a complete package, this contract will 

enable the BAF to develop a long-term maintenance capability and preserve the functionality 

of the system. 

Completely designed and developed by Leonardo, the KRONOS LAND is a multi-functional, 

multi-mission 3D radar for air surveillance and defence, based on latest-generation Full Active-

Electronically-Scanned-Array (AESA, also known as E-scan) technology. Leonardo has sold 

more than 40 KRONOS family systems worldwide. 

The contract to supply KRONOS LAND to the Bangladesh Air Force bolsters Leonardo’s 

presence in Bangladesh. It follows the earlier provision of the RAT31 surveillance system to the 

BAF for early warning and air defence. 
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Leonardo: Petroleum Air Services adds sixth AW139 helicopter for 

offshore transport operations in Egypt 
Press Release – 18 novembre 2019 

 Delivery expected by year end to support expansion of Oil&Gas operations in Eastern 

Mediterranean Sea 

 Over the last ten years Petroleum Air Services’ AW139 fleet has safely carried more than 

95,000 passengers logging in excess of 12,900FH 

 More than 1100 AW139s ordered by customers worldwide, over 1000 delivered and 

more than 2.5 million FH amassed to date 

Dubai, 18 November 2019 – Leonardo announced today that Petroleum Air Services of Egypt 

will add a sixth AW139 intermediate twin helicopter to its fleet by year end. The aircraft will be 

used to perform offshore transport operations in Egypt. 

Leading operator Petroleum Air Services has been deploying AW139 helicopters in support of 

the Oil&Gas industry in the country since 2009. Since then over 12,900 flight hours have been 

logged and more than 95,000 passengers have been safely carried. The AW139 has proven a 

key asset for Petroleum Air Services, able to meet the most stringent requirements of OGP 

customers and perfectly suited for deep water operations. 

With the addition of its sixth AW139, Petroleum Air Services will be able to further support 

expansion plans for future offshore transport activities and exploration in the Eastern area of 

the Mediterranean Sea. These require high safety standards, advanced avionics, high speed and 

excellent overall performance, with the AW139 delivering unmatched capabilities in all those 

aspects. 

The AW139 set new standards in the market in terms of flight and mission technology, cabin 

space and comfort, performance, safety and reliability as well as introducing advanced support, 

maintenance and training services. The AW139 is exceeding the evolving Oil&Gas market’s 

stringent requirements with unique features including, among other unique capabilities, a 60+ 

minutes run dry capable main gear box. More than 1100 AW139s have been ordered by over 

280 customers in more than 70 nations to date for any kind of mission. The global fleet has 

amassed over 2.5 million flight hours with over 1000 aircraft delivered. 

About Petroleum Air Services 

Petroleum Air Services is an Egyptian joint stock company. The shareholders are Egyptian 

General Petroleum Corporation and Bristow Group. The company provides air services 

transportation inside and outside Egypt using helicopter and fixed wing aircraft for the oil and 

gas sector, tourism and other economic entities. Also charter and scheduled flights, Air taxi, 

Maintenance & washing electric insulators by helicopter. The current fleet has 35 helicopters 
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and 8 fixed wing aircraft. The company plans to expand its helicopter fleet in the near future to 

fulfil the demands of the current and new customers who obtained new concession rights in 

Egypt for offshore activities either in the Red Sea or Mediterranean. Petroleum Air Services is 

servicing the companies from different bases all around Egypt in Red Sea, Mediterranean and 

South Sinai. All service facilities in different bases have been upgraded to meet the highest 

safety international standards. 
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Leonardo signs MOU with IGG for solutions in naval and land domains 
Press Release – 18 novembre 2019 

 Leonardo will strengthen its long-standing presence in the United Arab Emirates 

through the collaboration with IGG (International Golden Group PJSC) 

 Leonardo and IGG to collaborate in physical and cyber security, C4I, naval systems, 

guided ammunitions, target drones and fire control systems business development 

Dubai, 18 November 2019 – Leonardo and IGG announced today, at the Dubai Airshow, the 

signing of a Memorandum of Understanding aimed to analyse and explore the development of 

joined business activities in the UAE. 

“We are really proud to become partner of IGG – explained Marco Buratti, Leonardo SVP 

International Marketing and Strategic Campaigns. – We believe these two companies to have 

many potential synergies thanks to their respective capabilities and this agreement is set to 

explore collaboration opportunities in the UAE market.” 

“We see big market opportunities and potential benefits from joining our efforts with Leonardo 

– explained Fadel Al-Kaabi, IGG Chief Executive Officer. – These two companies together have 

unique and complementary backgrounds and capabilities that can meet Customer 

requirements.” 

The sectors touched by this agreement will span from electronics and C4I technologies to 

guided ammunitions; from target drones to land vehicles and secure communications systems. 

Leonardo and IGG will also partner to explore opportunities in physical and cyber security. 

IGG is active in the aerospace, defence and security with a strong experience in the UAE market 

where it is able to deploy its technical and commercial skills and its local assets to develop 

business. 

Leonardo is active in the aerospace, defence and security and in these sectors is experienced in 

the design, development and production of products and offers its capabilities, turnkey 

solutions and related global logistic support and services through its divisions, subsidiaries and 

joint ventures. 

Leonardo in the UAE 

Leonardo has an office in Abu Dhabi and its history in the UAE dates back to the seventies in 

the fields of military pilot training and defence systems. Leonardo has provided integrated 

naval systems for combat management, naval radars, fire control systems, missile electronics, 

and military radios and it is currently working on supplying and integrating combat 

management systems for naval programmes. 
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Leonardo and Abu Dhabi Aviation sign contracts for five helicopters 
Press Release – 18 novembre 2019 

 Contracts include three AW139s and two AW169s with deliveries in 2020 joining 16 

AW139s already in service 

 The signing marks the first order for the AW169 by Abu Dhabi Aviation 

 Over 200 AW169s ordered by customers worldwide to date 

Dubai, 18 November 2019 – Abu Dhabi Aviation (ADA), the largest commercial helicopter 

operator in MENA and Leonardo announced today, during an official ceremony at the Dubai Air 

Show, the signing of contracts for 5 helicopters including three intermediate AW139s and two 

light-intermediate AW169s. The aircrafts are scheduled for delivery in 2020. The agreement, 

which represents ADA’s first order for the AW169 helicopters, will expand ADA’s fleet of 

Leonardo helicopters which already incorporates 16 intermediate AW139 helicopters, 

primarily supporting the oil and gas industry. These latest orders are part of an agreement for 

15 helicopters including the AW139/AW169/AW189 types announced at the end of 2015. 

Like the AW139s, also the AW169s will benefit from the support solutions provided locally by 

AgustaWestland Aviation Services LLC, an Abu Dhabi Aviation (ADA) and Leonardo joint 

venture delivering thorough support and maintenance services in the region. Operating both 

the AW139 and AW169 ADA will also add to the range of customers worldwide who are 

benefitting from the unique advantages of the AW Family of new generation helicopter models. 

Alessandro Profumo, Leonardo CEO, said: “We’re honoured our long established leading 

partner Abu Dhabi Aviation has now decided to add the AW169 to their fleet, confirming their 

trust in our technology to provide a major contribution to their future success.” 

“This agreement has come to support the oil and gas industry inside and outside the UAE and 

to satisfy the transport, air-ambulance and other needs. It is in line with the Company’s strategy 

to expand its fleet of new generation aircraft in order to meet its customers’ needs, in light of 

the expected high demand in 2020" said H.E. Nader Ahmed Al Hammadi, Chairman of Abu Dhabi 

Aviation. 

Information on the AW169 Helicopter 

The new generation twin-engine light multi-role helicopter, the 4.8 ton AW169, has been 

designed in response to the growing market demand for an aircraft that delivers high 

performance, meets all the latest safety standards and has multi-role capabilities. Its high 

performance and state-of-the-art technology make it just the best choice for operations in high 

temperature conditions both onshore and offshore. AW169 has become the best-selling 

helicopter in its class for a wide range of operations including air transport, air ambulance and 

VVIP transport. Over 200 AW169s have been ordered by customers worldwide to date. 

Overview of Abu Dhabi Aviation (ADA) 
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Abu Dhabi Aviation (ADA) is a national shareholding company and the largest commercial 

helicopter operator in MENA region, established in 1976. The company owns a fleet of 55 

aircrafts, including 51 helicopters and 4 fixed-wing aircrafts. ADA also operates aircrafts for 

various entities. ADA has won multiple international aviation awards. It has completed 

1,000,000 safe flying hours. 
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Leonardo Sponsors the Italian Pavilion at Expo 2020 Where 

Innovation and Sustainability in Aerospace Will Be Key Features 
Press Release – 19 novembre 2019 

Innovation and sustainability will be key themes at Expo 2020 Dubai. Their implementation in 

the aerospace industry will be at the core of Leonardo’s sponsorship of the Italian Pavilion 

during the six months of the Universal Exhibition, allowing visitors to gain their knowledge and 

fostering collaborative business relationships to boost the nation’s competitiveness in the 

region and on the global stage. 

On Tuesday, Italy’s General Commissioner at Expo 2020 Dubai Paolo Glisenti and Leonardo 

Chief Executive Officer Alessandro Profumo presented the company’s sponsorship of the 

Pavilion at a news conference held on the sidelines of the Dubai Airshow 2019. 

“I am glad Leonardo decided to partner with Italy at Expo 2020 Dubai since the fallouts of the 

Aerospace and Space Economy, in which Leonardo has a leading role and an outstanding 

international competitive position, are at the core of our project focused on sustainability, 

wellness and safety for all,” said Commissioner General Glisenti. “Italy’s core theme ‘Beauty 

connects People’ stands to indicate what innovative technologies linked to creative skills can 

do to generate a better future by linking space discoveries to earth and sea observation, secure 

and fast mobility to crisis management and sustainable development.” 

“We are proud to participate in the Italian Pavilion of Expo 2020 Dubai and to contribute to the 

enhancement of the excellence of our Country which is itself a unique mix of creativity and 

technology,” said Leonardo’s CEO Profumo. “The attitude toward the transversality of 

knowledge is an element that has always characterized us and that ideally links us to Leonardo 

da Vinci, the versatile mind of the Renaissance who has inspired us with the choice of our 

name." 

 “In the Italian Pavilion we will bring some of the most important technological innovations of 

our Company, with the aim of showing our significant contribution to the progress and 

development of the communities with which we operate,” Profumo also said. 

The innovations that Leonardo will bring to the Italian Pavilion include technologies and 

products related to new frontiers in the aeronautical sector -- from its innovative aircrafts, 

manned and unmanned, to the integrated aeronautical systems, with a particular focus on the 

revolutionary AW609 tiltrotor designed and manufactured by Leonardo. 

Leonardo’s participation will also reflect the Company’s expertise in space exploration as well 

as in land and water surveillance systems. Among these, the atomic clock which beats time 

through the resonance frequency of an atom. That is in addition to the drill of the ExoMars2020 

mission which will look for signs of life on the Red Planet. Leonardo also aims to broaden and 

enhance the audience experience of the number of youths visiting the Universal Exhibition for 

educational purposes.  
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 The upcoming Expo 2020 Dubai will be the first World Expo to take place in the Middle 

East, North Africa and South Asia (MENASA) region since their inception in 1851. Under 

the theme "Connecting Minds, Creating the Future,” Expo 2020 is expected to bring 

together 25 million visits. 

 The Italian Pavilion will be located between the “Opportunity” and “Sustainability” 

thematic areas within the Expo 2020 site. Moreover, it will be situated near the pavilions 

of United Arab Emirates, India, Germany, Saudi Arabia, Japan and the United States. 

According to the project estimates, over 28 thousand people will visit the Italy Pavilion 

daily and more than 5 million over the event’s six-month period starting on October 20, 

2020. 

 The Pavilion will use architecture for a creative presentation of its “beauty connects 

people” claim. The project sees the involvement of Carlo Ratti, Italo Rota, Matteo Gatto 

and F&M Ingegneria. Conceived as an Innovation Hub, it is not only exhibitive but also 

capable of embodying and showcasing Italian expertise in the creation and construction 

of internal and external spaces.  

 As a global gathering of nations being organized every five years dedicated to finding 

solutions to pressing challenges facing the planet, World Expos provide space for 

sharing ideas and best practices, fostering creativity, encouraging collaboration and 

celebrating human ingenuity. 
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Leonardo signs ‘maximum availability’ support contract for radars 

used in US Air Force adversary training 
Press Release – 19 novembre 2019 

 Leonardo has signed a multi-year, performance-based logistics contract with Draken 

International to ensure a high availability rate for the Grifo-L radars used to train US Air 

Force pilots 

 The contract marks an important milestone in the partnership between Draken and 

Leonardo, and paves the way for future activities relating to other Leonardo products 

and services in high-usage domains like Adversary Air 

 Leonardo’s Grifo family of radar systems is in service with six international Air Forces 

plus private operator Draken International, together reaching over 150,000 flight hours 

Rome, 19th November 2019 - Leonardo has signed a multi-year support service contract with 

Draken International which will ensure that the Grifo-L fire control radar systems installed on 

Draken’s fleet of 24 L-159E fighter jets are available whenever they are needed. Key to the 

contract award was Leonardo’s ability to quickly implement a bespoke business model, 

whereby robust support is delivered via a repair-and-return cycle backed by the wider 

Leonardo business. 

The Grifo-L radars which will be supported are used to deliver ‘Adversary Air’ services at the 

United States Air Force (USAF) Fighter Weapons School at Nellis Air Force Base. Here, the L-

159E, nicknamed the “Honey Badger”, simulates the role of an ‘enemy’ aircraft. As part of 

engagements, the Grifo-L radar is used to emulate a credible threat to the 4th and 5th 

Generation US, Italian, NATO, and other Allied fighter pilots undergoing training. 

The contract is designed to sustain Draken’s flying-by-the-hour business model, which requires 

the Grifo-L radars to be readily available. To meet this need, Leonardo has developed a tailored, 

high-performance model which is able to support the ‘wartime rate’ of flying which is required. 

Leonardo tested the new model under a trial basis with Draken in 2018 where it proved 

successful. 

Leonardo’s Grifo family of radar systems is in service with six international Air Forces as well 

as Draken, a private operator. In total, more than 450 Grifo radars have been sold, notching up 

more than 150,000 flight hours between them. The latest addition to the Grifo family is the 

Grifo-346 radar, which features optimised performance and has been tailored for the Leonardo 

M-346FA (Fighter Attack) aircraft. 
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Abu Dhabi Aviation Training Center (ADATC) and Leonardo to 

strengthen training capabilities in the UAE 
Press Release congiunto – 22 novembre 2019 

An AW169 helicopter simulator is to be delivered by Leonardo, in the framework of an 

agreement with Tawazun Economic Council, and to be operated by ADACT as a recognised 

training centre. 

To date over 200 AW169 helicopters have been ordered by customers worldwide 

Tawazun Economic Council, as part of its support to the national economy and to attract foreign 

and domestic investments into the UAE, the multinational aerospace, defence and security 

player Leonardo and the Abu Dhabi Aviation Training Centre (ADATC) are partnering to 

establish new and expanding training capabilities in the Middle East. 

The partners have agreed to introduce the first AW169 helicopter simulator in the region and 

to upgrade the software of an existing AW139 simulator. The simulator will be delivered by 

Leonardo to ADATC. This will enhance the level of service and proximity Leonardo provides to 

its growing regional customer base in line with its industrial plan. 

Mattar Al Rumaithi, Chief Economic Development Officer, Tawazun Economic Council, said: 

“We expect strong growth in the industry from these agreements which will in turn benefit our 

economy, our military and our industry significantly. We also work closely with our strategic 

partners, like Abu Dhabi Aviation and Leonardo, to help future growth and expansion in the 

UAE. This facility will play a pivotal role in laying the groundwork for future flight-testing 

programmes in the region, to improve the defence sector, military and air forces. 

The agreement was signed by Matar Ali Al Rumaithi, Chief Economic Development Officer at 

Tawazun HE Nader Ahmed Al Jamadi, Chairman of Abu Dhabi Aviation, Mr. Ahmed Ismail Al 

Khoury, Executive Director of ADATC, and by Leonardo. Commenting on the new capabilities, 

Nader Ahmed Al Hammadi, Chairman of Abu Dhabi Aviation, said: “Abu Dhabi Aviation is 

committed to providing the best leading training programmes in the region. We are now proud 

to be a leading training centre and facility in the region with the latest technology. Including the 

introduction of new simulators, we anticipate a direct impact on the UAE economy through the 

expected 20 regional pilot exercises, which will strengthen our position as major contributors 

to industry in the UAE by further empowering local capabilities and training the military sector 

and defense in the region. " 

“With these advanced simulators our longstanding partner Abu Dhabi Aviation will be able to 

deliver outstanding training services with state-of-the-art virtual reality technology. It will be 

the first regional player with simulation training for both the AW139 and AW169, best sellers 

in their respective helicopter categories for a range of missions. We’re happy to further 

contribute to the UAE’s capability growth in aviation” said Leonardo. 
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To support and develop the defence and security industries in the UAE, the programme seeks 

to create new opportunities in various strategic sectors. 

The Tawazun Economic Program, which recently launched its new policy in February this year, 

aims to support economic diversification in the UAE and in line with this vision; Abu Dhabi has 

pursued a strategy of income diversification. 

This promotes long-term partnerships. 

About the Tawazun Economic Balance 

The Economic Balance Board (Tawazun) is the main enabler of the UAE defense and security 

industry, with an emphasis on economic development. Founded in 1992, so far the balance has 

enabled the establishment of more than 90 companies and investment vehicles in eleven 

sectors. 

Tawazun contributes to the development of a sustainable defense and security industry by 

driving economic value, technology and innovation, ecosystem growth, and capacity 

development. Tawazun works with industrial players through its main drivers, Tawazun 

Economic Program and the Defense and Security Development Fund. In addition, Tawazun 

seeks to create jobs for UAE nationals and develop human potential. 

From technology transfer to the local market in the UAE which is in line with our strategic needs 

and requirements. By supporting the construction of a technologically viable defense industry. 

About Abu Dhabi Aviation (ADA) 

Abu Dhabi Aviation is a national joint stock company and the largest helicopter operator in the 

Middle East and North Africa. Founded in 1976, it has 55 aircraft fleets, including 51 helicopters 

and 4 fixed-wing aircraft. 

Abu Dhabi also operates aircraft to various destinations. 

Awarded a world-class award in safe aviation, it has secured 1,000,000 (million) flight hours 

safely. 

Abu Dhabi Aviation provides shipping support services to offshore oil fields and other services 

worldwide, particularly to oil and gas producers in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. And beyond, in 

addition to the services of air ambulance and search and rescue. 

Abu Dhabi Aviation has established its own simulation unit that will cover the training needs of 

all its customers in the UAE and the MENA region. Customers in the Middle East will be able to 

use this training facility instead of going to European facilities. For expansion, Abu Dhabi 

Aviation has built a separate building to facilitate the operation of the simulation unit and will 

evolve into an international helicopter training center. This will help build a different platform, 
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rely on pilots to fly different types of aircraft, and help manufacturing companies meet the 

needs of their different customers. 

One of the most important services provided by Abu Dhabi Aviation is the Air Ambulance and 

Medical Evacuation Service for multiple destinations and has developed its services by adopting 

a modern aircraft fleet in line with business needs and safety strategy. 

The company also provides VIP transportation services, crop workshops, aerial construction, 

earthquake support and fire fighting in the UAE and in Europe. 

The company also continued to expand its business to other markets. It owns 50% of the 

ownership stakes in Royal Jet, the world's largest award-winning commercial company that 

operates Boeing Business Jet aircraft. In addition to its fleet, Royal Jet operates a diverse fleet 

of commercial jet aircraft to meet the needs of its elite customer base. 

Another area of growth for Abu Dhabi Aviation is its entry into the market for heavy-air cargo. 

In 2008, Abu Dhabi Aviation acquired the Abu Dhabi-based Maximus Air LLC. 

About Leonardo 

Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top ten world players in Aerospace, 

Defence and Security and Italy’s main industrial company. Organised into five business 

divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, Poland 

and the USA, where it also operates through subsidiaries such as Leonardo DRS (defense 

electronics), and joint ventures and partnerships: ATR, MBDA, Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space 

and Avio. Leonardo competes in the most important international markets by leveraging its 

areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, Aerostructures, 

Electronics, Cyber Security and Space). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2018 

Leonardo recorded consolidated revenues of €12.2 billion and invested €1.4 billion in Research 

and Development. The Group has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI) since 

2010 and became an Industry leader of the Aerospace & Defence sector of DJSI in 2019. 
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First two P-72Bs delivered to Italy’s Guardia di Finanza 
Press Release – 27 novembre 2019 

 Four ATR 72-600s in Maritime Patrol configuration have been ordered by the Guardia 

di Finanza 

 Called P-72B, the aircraft will be integrated into the Guardia di Finanza's naval airborne 

capabilities and it represents a new frontier for maritime patrol aircraft; equipped with 

the most modern security and surveillance systems developed by Leonardo 

Rome, 27th November 2019 – The first two out of four P-72Bs ordered by Italy’s Guardia di 

Finanza have been handed over during an official ceremony held at Leonardo’s Caselle Torinese 

facility today. Deliveries will be completed by 2022. 

Lucio Valerio Cioffi, Aircraft Division MD at Leonardo, said: "We are proud that Guardia di 

Finanza has chosen to integrate our ATR 72MP into its naval airborne capabilities. This aircraft 

fully represents Leonardo's technological capabilities and it combines reliability, low operating 

costs in addition to the ATR 72-600 regional passenger transport benefits.” 

Designated as P-72B, the aircraft will be integrated into the aeronautical capabilities of Guardia 

di Finanza, within the framework of the multirole tasks assigned to the operator. The Guardia 

di Finanza is the only law enforcement agency with general jurisdiction capable of exercising 

incisive and constant supervisory activities along the entire nation’s coastal development and 

in international waters, carried out also due to the advanced technological equipment installed 

on its own aircraft. 

Specific latest generation capabilities embedded for the first time into the ATR 72MP will be 

useful to support dedicated surveillance activities entrusted to the Guardia di Finanza. The ATR 

72MP will operate in air-sea patrol and research missions, using on-board sensors to identify, 

even discreetly, sensitive objects, monitor their behaviour, acquire evidence, and lead the 

intervention of naval units and land patrols. 

The ATR 72MP, already in service with the Italian Armed Forces in a military version called P-

72A, is equipped with the modular Leonardo ATOS (Airborne Tactical Observation and 

Surveillance) mission system. The ATOS manages a wide range of aircraft sensors, combining 

the information received in an overall tactical situation and presenting the results to the 

operators of the mission system in the most suitable format, providing a high level and 

constantly updated scenario. 

Thanks to its commercial derivation, the ATR 72MP delivers its crew levels of ergonomics that 

increase its efficiency and effectiveness during maritime patrol, search and identification 

missions, search and rescue operations, counter drug trafficking, piracy, smuggling and 

preventing any illegal action across the territorial waters, which can typically last more than 8 

hours. 


